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Bio-Based plastics, what's new? 
 

On Tuesday 2 April 2019, a workshop on bio-based plastics was organised at the 

Chamber of Agriculture in Nantes. 17 participants from SMEs, large groups and 
research institutions attended in order to share ideas on this theme.  

 
The workshop started with a short presentation of the BioBase4SME project. This was 

the opportunity to show the need to support emerging value chains. Policy, 
investment and environmental and naming criteria are all important for this. Also, it is 

necessary to look at the issue of how to deal with existing value chains and the needs 
for organisations which can help the process.  

 
Sophie Rabeau from Nov&atech presented the definitions of the main terms (bio-

base, biodegradable, compostable, and others), then she showed some key figures 
about the bio-based plastic market. This presentation led to a lot of questions from 

the participants, even discussions between them. One of the participants mentioned 
the recommendations from the European Commission: 1. Re-use, 2. Recycle, 3. 

Biodegradable/compostable. Sophie’s presentation ended by a quick overview of 

existing labels for bio-based plastics and the difficulties they cause for the consumer 
in terms of clarity.  
 

Next, Delphine Barbier from ISPA presented research competencies on the theme, 
focussing on IPSA’s range of projects. Two companies showed their technical 

competencies (formulation) and also talked about how they support businesses on 
specific projects. NaturePlast has found out how to create coffee cups from PLA which 

resist high temperatures and is also working on a type of PHA made from raw 

materials from sewage treatment plants (WOW Interreg project). Sandra Martin 
(Futuramat) presented a range of products such as PolyFibra®, BioFribra®, 

BioCérès® and BioMine® which are used for example to make flower pots, coffee 
capsules and tomato plant clips for McPlast. She insisted on the importance of 

material sourcing. It is very important to hav identical granulometric curves in order 
to maintain constant properties. Michel Criquetot from McPlast spoke to the 

participants about his experience in developing bio-based formulations. This SME 
started to develop its first bio-based formulations more than 10 years ago.  

 
Finally, Ligépack talked to the participants about bio-based plastics and the food 

packaging value chain. This is a value chain which can be hesitant when faced with 
new issues – it has to deal with specific constraints: contact with food products, 

humidity, cost… 
 

 

Project website 

http://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/wow-wider-business-opportunities-for-raw-materials-from-wastewater/
http://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/bio-innovation-support-for-entrepreneurs-throughout-nwe-regions/

